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Working for the North Carolina Dental Profession




· Legislators listen to groups that give money to support their election campaigns; they listen most closely to their largest contributors. Contributions are generally made through a group’s Political Action Committee (PAC).
· The North Carolina Dental Political Action Committee (NCDPAC) represents NCDS members. Contributions from members like you create the pool of money used to support and build relationships with key legislators and political candidates who have expressed support for issues important to dentistry; more money means more attention and more access. NCDPAC contributions are non-partisan and do not favor one party over another.
· There are a number of competing groups who do not share the same interests as dentists. These groups also use their own PACs to give money and build relationships with legislators.
· A robust NCDPAC is the best way for dentists to defend against groups that would seek to limit your free market rights or encroach on your scope of practice. 
· NCDPAC provides a service that NCDS members can’t get from any other source or in any other way. NCDPAC constantly monitors proposed legislation and speaks out on issues that affect you and your practice. Targeted advocacy at this level is only available through NCDPAC. 

· In order to be effective, contact with legislators must be continuous. If every NCDS member would be willing to give $100 each year, NCDPAC would have the money to be a consistent, visible presence to legislators, and be able respond to challenges as they arise.
· NCDPAC gets results. During this past legislative session, NCDPAC helped to pass a bill that prevents dental insurance companies from requiring you to discount your fees for “non-covered services” — those services for which the insurance companies pay no patient benefits — by 15-20%. Non-covered services might include any cosmetic procedures, TMJ treatment, posterior composites, bleaching, implants, and even orthodontics.

If you look at the list of “non-covered services” and discount your fees for those services by 15-20%, then multiply that by the number of your patients who are covered by dental plans, you have some idea of how much money the insurance companies wanted you to give up. Passing this bill was an important milestone that directly affects your free market rights and your ability to remain profitable.
· Challenges to dentistry will continue to increase. In today’s environment, the dental profession must be constantly alert and ready to respond to issues that would negatively impact our profession, your ability to remain profitable and deliver quality care to patients. Expect to hear more from groups that want to allow “mid-level providers” and other non-dentists to perform surgical dental procedures. NCDPAC will be your best antidote to this type of non-sense. 
· Contributing to NCDPAC is easy to do. Just go to the “member’s only” page and click on Make A Donation in the left hand side, then scroll down to the PAC donation area, then enter your amount and credit card information.
· The NCDPAC mission is important, the job is big, and the stakes are high. Please join your colleagues as we work together to make a difference for each of us.
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10 Reasons Why Your Contribution Matters More                         Than You Might Think

















