North Carolina Missions of Mercy

Upcoming MOM Projects
Jan 23-24
New Bern
Garber United Methodist Church, 4201 Country Club Road, New Bern, NC 28562
Feb 20-21
Tarboro
Calvary Episcopal Church in Memorial Hall,  406 E. Church Street, Tarboro, NC 27886
Mar 6-7
Burlington
Episcopal Church of the Holy Comforter,  320 E. Davis Street, Burlington, NC 27215
Mar 20-21
Hayesville
Truett Baptist Camp, 346 Truett Camp Road, Hayesville, NC  28904
May 1-2
Wilmington
Wesley Memorial United Methodist Church, 1401 S. College Road, Wilmington, NC 28403.
Jun 12-13
Sparta
Alleghany High School Gym, 404 Trojan Avenue, Sparta, NC 28675
Jul 17-18
Washington
St. Peter's Episcopal Church, 101 N. Bonner Street, Washington, NC 27889
Sep 11-12
Laurinburg
Stewartsville Baptist Church, 10401 McColl Road, Laurinburg, NC 28352
Oct 23-24
Manteo
To Be Determined
Oct 23-24
New London
Highland Baptist Church, 106 Highland Drive, New London NC 28127

Nov 20-21
Goldsboro
St. Andrew's Episcopal Church, 901 Harris Street, Goldsboro NC 27530
Volunteering

Volunteer Form
Volunteer Online

History

The North Carolina Missions of Mercy (NCMOM) portable free dental program is a branch of the Open Door Dental Clinic of Alamance County, a 501(c)(3) free dental clinic begun in 1998. Its mission is "To provide free dental services to those in financial need with few or no other options". The goals of the program are simple and as follows:
To provide free dental care to as many needy persons within North Carolina as is possible
To involve as much of the dental community of the state in the treatment of the needy as is possible
The NC MOM is entirely a grassroots effort, dependent on an all volunteer staff, members of which donate their time and talents tirelessly for various personal reasons and motivations, with funding from grants and donations. The services Since its beginning in 2003 the program has received national and statewide recognition with an article in the American Dental Association newsletter, a national award from USA Today Weekend Magazine, and a prestigious award from the NC Association of Free Clinics.
In 2003, after observing a free dental program of the Virginia Dental Association in which a large amount of portable dental equipment was utilized by volunteers to provide treatment to needy individuals in different areas of that state, it was felt that such a program could be initiated here and be very successful. Using equipment borrowed from Virginia at first, while procuring equipment with grants and donations from generous organizations, the weekend clinics were begun here in NC in early 2004. Currently the NC MOM has enough equipment to set up a 45 chair full dental clinic including digital x-ray, sterilization, and all instrumentation and supplies. For each clinic there are generally set up 20-45 chairs on which services are provided for 300-600 or more needy folks per 2 day event.  The volunteers include dentists, dental hygienists, dental assistants, and scores of general volunteers from all areas of the state. Additionally, the program enjoys a good relationship with the UNC School of Dentistry and its ENNEAD student volunteer organization.  Dental students comprise 15-30 of the volunteer providers during each clinic and are a major part of the overall program.   Since inception the program has held over 60 weekend clinics in numerous counties of North Carolina including:  Alamance, Beaufort, Caswell, Chatham, Clay, Jackson, Mitchell, Nash, New Hanover, Surry, Watauga, Wayne, and Yadkin.  Although the NC MOM primarily limits its clinics to helping citizens of North Carolina, it did hold a large 65 chair clinic in New Orleans during February, 2006 in partnership with the American Dental Association, the Virginia Dental Association, the Remote Area Medical of Knoxville, the Louisiana State Dental Association, and the LSU School of Dentistry. During this weeklong clinic free dental treatment was provided to over 3600 needy individuals and hurricane victims of that area.

In the spring of 2008 a large Missions of Mercy clinic was sponsored by the North Carolina Dental Society as part of its DAD program.  The clinic, held in Rocky Mount consisted of 62 dental stations and volunteers from all over the state.  In this clinic, the largest one yet, 970 needy patients were provided with much needed free dental treatment.  
Other sizeable clinics have been held in Wilmington, NC the largest being 2008 in which over 600 patients received treatment, and Burlington, NC. State wide, with this number increasing yearly. Over the years the program has continued to gain momentum and grow.  In 2008 approximately 5,400 patients received free dental treatment valued at $1.7 million.  The total number of patients receiving free care since 2003 is in excess of 17,000 with a dollar value of $5 million.  
As the program is all-volunteer, there are no personnel expenses. As the clinics are held in areas provided by the hosting organizations, there are no facility expenses. As the majority of the supplies are obtained free of charge from dental supply dealers, there are minimal supply expenses. Therefore, the program funding needs are very modest relative to an organization of this magnitude.  However, even so, the financial needs are always there with expenses increasing yearly.  The NC Missions of Mercy program is dependent on funding from charitable foundations, civic organization, and private donations. With proper funding and volunteer support it is expected that the number of patients receiving free dental treatment in North Carolina will exceed 10,000 per year in the near future.  
Donations

Donations to support the North Carolina Missions of Mercy projects and the Alamance Open Door Dental Clinic may be made online in the NCDS Store, or by mail with this download-able form.

Direct donations to support the Alamance Open Door Dental Clinic can be mailed to PO Box 1744, Burlington, NC 27216

If you have any "gently used", equipment or supplies (such as curing lights, amalgamators, cavitrons, Ultrasonic cleaners, sterilizer, hand pieces, etc.) that you no longer use or need, or you would just like to donate, please contact our office.

North Carolina Dental Health Fund and the Alamance Open Door Dental Clinic are 501(c)(3) tax exempt organizations.
Thank you for making a donation to the Mission of Mercy project. We appreciate your kindness and will not share your information with any other organization.
